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Returning to home base
Alumnus Marine to deliver December commencement, shares his recovery story

12 involved in sexual
act; director denies it
was masturbation
By TORIE FOSTER
The Breeze

A former drumline captain regrets
his “personal involvement” in a sexual act including 11 other drumline
members that came to light earlier
this week.
The incident occurred Sept. 29 on a
charter bus while the Marching Royal
Dukes were returning from two high
school exhibition performances. Six
of the 12 involved were banned from
the MRDs, including the former drumline captain, who wished to remain
anonymous. Rikkers refused to reveal
what the sexual act was, saying details
aren’t necessary and that it was a private matter.
Rikkers said there were about 45
MRDs on the bus, some of them in
other instrument groups. The former
captain said he thinks about a third
of the people on the bus witnessed or
knew of the act.
“I accept full responsibility,” the former captain said. “All of these actions
were done under my eye. I clearly
wasn’t doing my role as a leader and
exemplifying the code of conduct that
I should’ve been.”
Rikkers said Judicial Affairs and Public Safety determined that the 12 didn’t
break any laws but did violate JMU and
MRD codes of conduct.
One female MRD member, who
wasn’t on the bus but who is knowledgeable about the situation, said the
incident was a contest involving a solo
sexual act done in turn. Rikkers denied
it was a masturbation contest, as The
Breeze reported on Monday’s front
page.
The 12 students received charges from Judicial Affairs for violating
the JMU conduct rules. Rikkers said
the charges are confidential. The six
members “who participated the most”
were kicked off the band for 2012 and
received a withdraw/fail for its related
class. The other six received punishments such as grade reductions and
suspensions.
The former captain said he and
the five other banned members
were “deeply hurt” when they were
removed for the season. He said the
months after the incident were especially challenging, since Judicial Affairs
deliberated its decision through October and November.
“We spent two months on it just
kind of being by ourselves,” he said.
“A lot of it involved just sitting in our
own rooms, just thinking. That’s really
where we learned a lot.”
The former captain said the students’ feelings changed as time
passed.
“It quickly turned toward ‘Why did
this happen?’ and [to] learning from
it,” he said.
Rikkers said he hasn’t decided if the
six members will be allowed to return
next season.
“That decision hasn’t been made
because my focus right now is just on
dealing with this season,” he said. “But
I do think it is our responsibility to provide an opportunity for [the band] to
learn.”
Rikkers received several
reports on Oct. 1 from those who
witnessed the incident. After interviewing everyone on the bus, he
isolated involvement to 12 people.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JUSTIN CONSTANTINE

TOP Justin Constantine and his wife Dahlia met President Barack Obama and his wife Michelle during a Marine Corps Silent Drill Team performance
in Washington, D.C., over the summer. BOTTOM Constantine graduated from JMU in 1992 with degrees in English and political science.
By MOLLI FERRARELLO
contributing writer

“I thought he was dead — or about
to die. It didn’t look good.”
Navy Corpsman George Grant saved
Major Justin Constantine’s life after he
was shot in the head by a sniper in Iraq
in 2006.
Grant placed a combitube into Constantine’s airway to prevent him from
drowning in his own blood and to provide him with oxygen.
Six years and more than 20 facial
reconstruction surgeries later, Constantine has used his experiences to
help other wounded veterans and
to inspire others as a motivational
speaker.
He will be the commencement
speaker at the December graduation
on Dec. 15.
A ‘92 alum with degrees in English
and political science, Constantine
enrolled in the Marines in April 1997
and left for training in June.

Constantine said the day he was
shot, the sniper fired three shots. The
first was aimed at the head of the
reporter who was traveling with Major
Constantine’s unit — it just missed.
The second hit Constantine right
behind his left ear and exited through
his mouth.
The third hit another Marine
between the eyes. It bounced off of his
goggles and didn’t harm him.
“It should have been three kill shots,”
Constantine said. “The sniper was very
good, but none of us died.”
Constantine calls this their “lucky
day.”
He was taken to Bethesda Naval
Hospital in Maryland, which is now
named the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. He said it was a
month before he saw what his face
looked like.
“The doctors would not let me see
my reflection,” he said. “They had my

Forward thinking
More than 150 members in Madison Future Commission plan the next six years of JMU
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By DYLAN GARNER
The Breeze

The expansion of Bridgeforth and
the student body are two of the major
changes JMU has undergone in the
last few years. A commission has
already assembled to guide JMU into
its next phase into the year 2020.
The Madison Future Commission
has a mission of setting the future
course of JMU, including academics,
student life, community relations and
university values.
More than 150 people are involved
in the commission and in creating
the new six-year strategic plan. They
were chosen by President Jon Alger
and others based on their service and
value to the JMU community.
The process begins with two prep
teams that will research the current
state of JMU and will report to committees based on what information
they have. These committees will
then use these reports and feedback

to prepare the goals and vision for the
new strategic plan.
“The idea is to do everything and
anything we can to give people an
opportunity to provide feedback and
input,” said Brian Charette, associate
vice president for university planning
and analysis. “We have really gone
out of our way to give people as many
different kinds of opportunities to
provide feedback on the future of the
university as possible.”
Charette is serving as the chair of
the University Planning Team, which
is in charge of the entire planning process. His goal is to keep all facets of the
commission unified, aligned and on
target.
The preparation for the new
strategic plan began with Alger’s
Listening Tour, where he visited different locations across the U.S. to ask
the question, “Why Madison?” All of
these events were recorded and were
transcribed to assist in alumni and
community feedback. Alger is still

doing the tour, and will appear in Dallas on Dec. 10.
Charette said Alger is enthusiastic
about “seeking to understand” the
JMU community, and that his role in
the planning process is invaluable.
Alger spoke about the Madison Future
Commission at his Sept. 13 Listening
Tour stop in Reston.
“Our people are our greatest
resource,” he said. “They’re the ones
from whom the great ideas are going
to spring and no one of us can do the
work that that group will do together.”
Town halls will be the Madison
Future Commission’s primary method
of getting the feedback that it’s looking for. Students, faculty, staff, alumni
and the Harrisonburg community will
have opportunities to share their ideas
and problems to appointed moderators, so that their opinion can directly
influence the outcome of the strategic
plan.
SGA President Matt Klein is on the
academic committee of the Madison

Future Commission and is one of the
few students directly involved in the
process. He stressed the importance
of student support for the plan.
“While the Madison Future Commission may not directly affect
students who are here right now, it
will affect students down the road,
and what this university turns into,”
said Klein, a senior marketing major.
“It’s important where you invest in
your degree, having that relationship
with your university.”
At a meeting on Nov. 30, Charette
talked with town hall organizers and
moderators about how to approach
members of the JMU community.
Student involvement in the process was one of the biggest issues
brought up within the meeting.
Charette and the group discussed
how the town halls should be set
up, how they should be advertised
ways to garner more student interest.
see FUTURE, page A4
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Practice with organization and balance
for ease and flow.
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Your logic spreads.
Rise to the
occasion. You may respectfully
disagree with an opinionated
person. Pay back a favor.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Someone has a
great idea about
renovating your home. Consider
options privately. You have the
skills required. Continue to check
off the list.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Confer with your
team. Postpone
travel for now... stay with the
group. You get more if you act
quickly.
PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)
Simplify matters.
A crazy scheme could work, but
don’t start a new project yet.
Physical effort helps clarify your
thinking. Disrupt the status quo.
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ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Keep it light. Others
ask your advice. Reaffirm a
commitment. Get your message
out.
TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)
Your dream is in
action. Create
flexible structures,
and don’t forget a deadline. While
reason and emotion argue to a
standstill.

Washington
debate about
marijuana law’s
impact
The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — Officially, it’s still
illegal until Thursday — and even
then you’ll be breaking the law if
you buy it on the street.
But marijuana is so readily
available near Washington college campuses that researchers
and students alike are debating
just how much Initiative 502 may
affect use among young adults —
already the most frequent users
of pot.
Some researchers think more
young adults will light up when
the drug is no longer legally forbidden to those 21 and older. But
students say it’s so easy to buy pot
in college that anybody who wants
to smoke is already doing so.
One-third of Washington’s
young adults ages 18 to 25 have
used marijuana in the past year,
according to a national study.
They’re almost three times more
likely than the general population
to have used pot in the last year.
An increase in use among
young adults “really is hard to
predict since we have not had a
precedent like this,” said Jason
Kilmer, assistant director of
health and wellness for alcohol
and drug education at the University of Washington and a research

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)
You’re gaining
skills. Be watching
for a need to fill, and stay
respectful to folks who feel
strongly. It’s a safe bet. Make a
wish.
CANCER
(June 21-July 22)
Completing old
tasks pays best, so decrease
obligations. Take care of a friend.
Supply the food. You can find what
you need nearby.
LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)
Stillness is restful.
Balancing powers and keeping
your word is essential. Get
cleaning out of the way.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
An old friend can
help you make a dream real. Think
about it. You have plenty of luck.
Delegate to a perfectionist. Find
another way to cut costs.
LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Naturally, you’re in
the middle of the
controversy. A bonus boosts selfesteem. Devote yourself to the
task. Win the prize.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Physical effort
works today. Spend
time outdoors.
Make a new connection. Increase
vigilance; you get through where
others fail.

few showers
61°/48°
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Sundsvall rollers
6 Trickeries
11 Pops
14 Portion out
15 Knighted
conductor
16 Took in
17 Typically pinkflowered bloomer
19 Paris pronoun
20 Title words
preceding
“beneath the
milky twilight,” in
a 1999 hit
21 “So relaxing!”
22 Worrisome
engine sound
23 Gateway Arch
architect
26 Set straight
29 Hit, maybe
30 Breeders’ Cup
event
31 Loses on
purpose
34 Light touch
37 Key Egyptian
artifact
unearthed in
1799
41 Coll. applicants
42 Big name in beer
43 Mindless
process
44 Manitoba tribe
46 Blood sugar
regulator
49 Postwar
reception
53 Neutrogena rival
54 Like “ifs” and
“buts”: Abbr.
55 Throw a feast for
59 Back talk
60 Tools of the
mischievous god
hidden in 17-,
23-, 37- and
49-Across
62 Cézanne’s
summer
63 Pad user
64 Light wash
65 Le counterpart, in
Leipzig
66 Like-minded gps.
67 Guide
DOWN
1 Grain holder
2 Jai __
3 Mass robes

12/6/12

By C.C. Burnikel

4 Raspy-voiced
“Like a Rock”
singer
5 Where the anther
is
6 Dallas-toHouston dir.
7 Wedding dances
8 HI hi
9 Highest peak in
the Calif.
Cascades
10 “Sprechen __
Deutsch?”
11 Single-andlooking group
12 Do a makeup
job?
13 Stoop
18 “Unfaithful” costar
22 One that stands
to prevent a
strike
24 More strange
25 Soft-spoken
painter Bob
26 Liberal subject?
27 1939 Garland costar
28 Defroster
alternative
32 “Who am __
say?”
33 Moral principle

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

Tired of just
writing essays?
Write about something
interesting.

Sports, News, Life and Opinion
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35 Con
36 Summer intern,
often
38 Plural medical
suffix
39 Stock holders?
40 John Wayne
classic
45 Campanella of
Cooperstown
47 North of Paris
48 Mascara mishaps
49 Sank, in a way

Nation & World
assistant professor in psychiatry and behavioral sciences.
Washington colleges and
universities have been quick
to emphasize that pot is still
not welcome on campus, no
matter what the new state law
says. Institutions that receive
federal money must keep a
drug-free campus, in accordance with federal law that
makes pot illegal. And a student caught with marijuana
can be subject to disciplinary action, although students
say campus police tend to be
lenient with first offenders.
One researcher who thinks
use will increase is Roger
Roffman, a principal supporter of I-502 and a professor
emeritus at the University of
Washington who has studied
marijuana use and dependency for nearly 30 years.
“Here’s my guess: Over the
next years, we will see greater curiosity about marijuana,
among those particularly in
that (young adult) age range,”
Roffman said. “Curiosity
will lead more people to use
it who otherwise wouldn’t
have.”
That said, he also thinks
the initiative will eventually
lead to safer use of the drug.
He threw his support behind
the measure because he
believes it will allow the state
to do a better job of educating people about its effects
and treating those who are
dependent.

Sunday

mostly sunny
65°/46°
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MISSION
The Breeze, the student-run newspaper
of James Madison University, serves
student, faculty and staff readership by
reporting news involving the campus
and local community. The Breeze strives
to be impartial and fair in its reporting
and firmly believes in First Amendment
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday
mornings, The Breeze is distributed
throughout James Madison University
and the local Harrisonburg community.
Comments and complaints should be
addressed to Torie Foster, editor.

Today

Obama warns
Syria about
chemical
weapons
McClatchy Newspapers

WA S H I N G T O N —
President Barack Obama
warned the embattled
leader of war-torn Syria
on Monday not to use
chemical weapons against
rebels fighting to topple
his regime, as the United States voiced rising
concern that he may be
preparing to do so and
consulted with regional allies on a range of
responses.
Obama’s admonition to
Syrian President Bashar
Assad was his most strident since he drew a “red
line” in August that the
movement of chemical or
biological weapons out of
their secure sites, or their
use, would bring U.S. military intervention in the
country’s vicious civil war.
His latest comments
came shortly after the
White House spoke of
growing worries that
Assad could be preparing to use chemical
weapons against rebel
forces that have been

gaining ground in northern and eastern Syria, and
have staged attacks in the
capital, Damascus, which
compelled the closure of the
international airport.
Administration officials,
however, offered no public evidence justifying their
heightened fears, citing classified intelligence.
“This is not just analytic
conjecture. It is firm information,” insisted a senior
U.S. official, who requested
anonymity because of the
matter’s sensitivity. “We’re
wary about indications we’ve
seen that the Syrian regime
may be in the midst of preparing chemical weapons for
possible use.”
Obama aimed his warning
directly at Assad and his top
lieutenants in a speech to a
non-proliferation symposium at the National Defense
University.
The United States has
“worked to keep weapons
from spreading, whether it
was nuclear material in Libya
or, now, chemical weapons
in Syria,” the president said.
“And on Syria, let me just
say this. We will continue to
support the legitimate aspirations of the Syrian people
— engaging with the opposition ... providing them with
the humanitarian aid, and
working for a transition to a
Syria that’s free of the Assad
regime.”
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50 High class
51 Cary of “The
Princess Bride”
52 Blond comic strip
teenager
56 Secretary of
Education
Duncan
57 Get whipped
58 Fancy pitcher
60 Org. with Eagles
61 Hardly shows of
support

Protesters
besiege
palaces during
constitution
crisis
McClatchy Newspapers

C AIRO — Protesters
stormed onto the grounds
of the Egyptian presidential
palace Tuesday in a dramatic
escalation of the crisis over
President Mohammed Morsi’s
decision to give himself absolute judicial power and set a
quick referendum on a controversial new constitution.
Police made what appeared
to be halfhearted efforts to
confront the protesters, who
commandeered a police vehicle as they approached the
palace and painted graffiti on
the palace walls. The inability,
or unwillingness, of the police
to keep Morsi opponents at
bay raised questions about
whether the nation’s last
remaining arbiter, the military, would intervene in the
dispute, and if so, on whose
side.
Demonstrations also erupted
in other parts of the country. In
Alexandria, Egypt’s second largest city, protesters also stormed
a presidential palace. In some
areas, they vowed to stay the
night.

News

see you next year.
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Alger’s commencement
date set for March
President Jonathan Alger will be
inaugurated as JMU’s sixth president
on March 15.
The public ceremony will be the centerpiece of a weeklong series of events
celebrating the university and President James Madison.
The President’s Inaugural Committee is in the early stages of planning
and more details will be available on
the university’s website as the details
are solidified.
Harrisonburg

Voter fraud case delayed
The Oct. 15 case involving possible voter registration fraud has been
delayed to Feb. 5, according to NBC29.
Colin Small, a Republican voter registration contractor, was arrested for
allegedly throwing away eight completed voter registration forms on the
deadline for voter registration.
Small, 23, faces 13 felony and misdemeanor charges.
Small’s lawyer requested that the
preliminary hearing be delayed while
he collects all evidence and case files.
Richmond

Texting may be added
to reckless driving
The Virginia State Commission
endorsed legislation that would add
texting while driving to the state’s definition of reckless driving, according to
the Richmond Times-Dispatch.
Currently, texting while driving is
punishable by a $20 fine the first time
and by a $50 fine for further offenses.
As part of reckless driving, it would be
punishable by up to a year in jail and a
$2,500 fine.
This endorsement doesn’t mean the
legislation will pass, but it does carry
weight with lawmakers.

Stopping hate
TOP Ashley Jacquette (left), a sophomore justice studies major,
and Kaylee Grieves, a sophomore social work major, hold up a sign
to protest hate crimes during Tuesday’s Speak Out Against Hate
event held by by social work students. The event was held on the
Festival Lawn and attracted about 50 students.
RIGHT Sharnell Myles, a senior social work major, was the victim
of a hate crime. She had racist graffiti sprayed on her apartment
door before Thanksgiving Break. This crime was the motivation for
the event.
Several other people spoke about the nature of a hate crimes and
what they’re based on, including Ardalan Mahmood, who works for
the Muslim Society of Harrisonburg. They also talked about raising
awareness of these crimes in the Harriosnburg area.
Cindy Hunter, an associate professor of social work, spoke to
students about how they need to “get uncomfortable.” She believes
the road to recovery doesn’t come from “happy protests,” but from
awareness.
The social work students invited anyone who wanted to speak
about their personal experiences to get up and share their stories.
Alex thornton / the breeze

Hunters
Ridge robbers
to appear
in court

Giving change for change
SGA members donate money to Madison Forever in an effort to keep their peers at JMU
By dylan garner
The Breeze

SGA wants to keep students who need financial
help the most in school.
Madison Forever is a program that gives JMU
financial aid officers the flexibility to help students
who have great financial need. The program has a
scholarship that is supported by alumni donations.
During one of their weekly meetings on Sept. 27,
Taylor Schalbach, assistant director of annual giving and ’09 alumnus, spoke to SGA about JMU’s
alumni donations.
He told SGA that only seven percent of alumni
give back.
After hearing Schalbach’s presentation, Matt
Klein, SGA president encouraged students to
start giving back to the university while they were
still here. He believes that even $5 can make a
difference.
He thinks it’s important for SGA members to be
aware of our low alumni donation rate.
To keep this message alive, during their meeting
on Tuesday, seven SGA members were called to the
front because of their small donations to Madison
Forever.
The group donated to Klein’s “Be the change,
give some change” jar that he keeps on his desk
in the SGA office. So far the jar has accumulated
$5 in change.
SGA plans to continue raising money throughout
the year to help Madison Forever.
“I would not be here if not for the encouragement I’ve had and the support systems that I’ve
had,” Klein said. “Everyone is just constantly giving back to me, so I decided that the least I could do
was to give back, even in a small amount.”
Others shared their personal motivations or
experiences that lead them to donate.
“We have these awesome opportunities here, so
why shouldn’t anyone else have that opportunity?”
said SGA Vice President Alicia Pettis.
Megan Gibbons, SGA’s director of membership
development, spoke about her experience as a student who left the university for a semester.
“By the end of September I was calling places in
Harrisonburg to find a place to live in the spring,

Sean cassidy / the breeze

The Oct. 28 incident occured in the
breezeway of a Hunters Ridge apartment.

becky sullivan / the breeze

Taylor Schalbach, assistant director of annual giving and ‘09 alumnus, spoke at an SGA meeting at the end of
September. He talked to the group members about JMU’s low alumni donation rates and how they could help.

because I knew how unhappy I was and how much
I missed the community and all the stuff that JMU
has to offer,” Gibbons said. “I want to be able to
allow other people to have that opportunity that I
gave up for a semester.”
Madison Forever, formally known as Madison
for Keeps, has successfully kept more than 200

students in emergency financial situations enrolled
at JMU. If you want to give a small donation, you
can throw in change or small bills through the
jar, or donate more at jmu.edu/madisonforever/.
Contact Dylan Garner at
breezecopy@gmail.com.

Suspects in an Oct. 28 robbery
springing from a prostitution solicitation will appear in court again later
this month and early January.
James Davis, 21, Jacary Moore, 23,
Tara Hodgins, 18 and Renita Wright,
19, face charges of robbery, conspiracy to commit robbery and accessory
to robbery.
None of the suspects are students.
The women allegedly used the
promise of sex for money to lure two
men into the breezeway of a Hunters
Ridge apartment.
On Nov. 7, Harrisonburg police
arrested all four people after executing a search warrant and confiscating
assault rifles, handguns, ammunition,
digital scales, cell phones, documents
and clothing from Davis’ apartment
at 1380 Hunters Road, according to
an affidavit.
The suspects appeared in court
on Dec. 4 and their trials were all
continued.
Davis and Moore’s hearings will
continue Jan. 15 in the Rockingham County General District Court.
Davis faces two counts of conspiracy
and two counts of robbery. Moore is
accused of two counts of conspiracy
and one count of nonviolent possession of a gun.
Hodgins and Wright will appear in
court Dec. 18 on two charges of conspiracy and two counts of accessory
to robbery.
— staff report
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Speaker | Thinks it’s
important to reach out to students

band | MRD member says that
‘pantsing’ is common after practice
from front

courtesy of Justin constantine

Maj. Justin Constantine and his wife, Dahlia, enjoy an evening out in April 2006. They were dating
for four months when Constantine was shot in the face that fall. The two married in 2008.
from front

mom and [wife] take cards
people sent and cover the
mirrors. They didn’t want me
to see my reflection early in
my recovery and get bummed
out.”
Constantine was shocked
when he finally saw his reflection in a window on a walk
through the hall. His cheeks
and mouth were still severely
swollen from surgery.
For a while, Constantine
was discouraged with how he
looked. He didn’t want other
people to see him or visit him.
A couple of people with similar
stories who had recovered visited him, but he never believed
his recovery would go that well.
This January, Constantine
will have what he hopes will
be the last of his reconstructive surgeries.
His injuries and time in
the hospital inspired him to
become involved with the
Wounded Warriors Project, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to helping soldiers who
have been injured since after
9-11. He is now on the board of
directors for the organization.
“He’s probably too humble to talk about it, but even
now he spends at least one
hour a day taking care of other
wounded warriors,” said Constantine’s wife, Dahlia.
Dahlia and Constantine
had been dating for about four
months at the time of his injury. They’ve now been married
for four years.
Dahlia said she has always

been drawn to the way Constantine loves to take care of
other people.
“Even while he was in the
hospital healing, he would
go around and check on the
younger guys,” Dahlia said.
His sister, Brooks, described
him as “always being a
go-getter.”
She said one day she and
Constantine were at the pool
when Constantine saw a diver.
“He said, ‘I’m going to do
that,’ ” Brooks said. “And he
did, just like that. He was either
the only one or one of just a
few on my high school’s diving team.”
Today, Constantine also
works full time as a lawyer
with the FBI on counter-terrorism and is seeking a degree in
advanced law at Georgetown.
In 2007, Constantine was
awarded a Purple Heart.
Constantine said that one
night over the summer about
a dozen Purple Heart recipients and their caregivers were
invited to meet President
Barack Obama and his wife
Michelle. Obama was the guest
of honor at the Marine Corps
Silent Drill Team performance
in the Marine Corps Barracks
in Washington, D.C..
Constantine was also invited
to speak about the significance
of Memorial Day on CNN on
May 24. During the interview
he talked about the impact of
events like the annual Memorial Day concert.
“The Memorial Day
concert in my mind is a fantastic opportunity to remind

America about the sacrifices
that so many of the servicemembers and their families
have made,” Constantine said.
“Just in Iraq and Afghanistan
alone, 6,400 service members
have made the ultimate sacrifice, and so if we can create
a good production that will
remind America why we are
so great and who is out there
protecting us, I’m really, really
humbled to be a part of that.”
He is now a motivational
speaker and hopes that students will understand the
endless opportunities they
have waiting for them.
“There is so much potential
today to go out and really make
a difference.” Constantine said.
“JMU has a strong tradition of
service. I think this graduating class embodies that, when
I open the alumni magazine
and read what the students are
doing, I get inspired.”
Constantine thinks that it’s
important to reach out to students because many people
disregard college graduates
and think they’re too young to
do anything significant. But,
Grant was only 25 when he
saved Constantine’s life.
“When I think of young people — young college grads, I
think of the corpsman who
saved my life, he was about
the same age as some of them,”
Constantine said. “When I
think of this generation, I think
of George Grant. He is my hero.”

The female MRD member
said she wasn’t surprised when
she found out about the incident. She said it was consistent
with the “culture” of the drumline, though she hadn’t heard
of incidents as extreme as this.
Among the band, activities like
eating contests are common, as
is “dropping trou,” when members pull their pants down to
reveal flashy boxers.
The former drum captain
also said “pantsing” (pulling other’s pants down, often
without their expecting it)
occurs during dismissal at
the end of rehearsals. He said
that it was even more frequent
during the first rehearsal of
the season when freshmen
are present and members are
“on the fritz.”
“Everybody hears about
band shenanigans [like] alcohol on a bus or something like
that,” he said.
But he dismissed the idea
of drumline members having
a “culture” of inappropriate
behavior. He did inform Rikkers about pantsing after he

was confronted about his own
involvement in the Sept. 29
incident.
“That should not be allowed,
and I don’t know if he’s
addressed it since then or if
anyone has done it since then,”
the former captain said.
Rikkers said staff members
are present at rehearsal dismissals where pantsing has
happened, but he hasn’t witnessed it. He also said he didn’t
remember it coming up during
the meeting with the former
drumline captain.
“I don’t even remember it being mentioned,” he
said. “We’ll deal with that if it
becomes an issue.”
Both Rikkers and the female
MRD member stressed how
close the drumline members
are. The director described
them as a “very focused and
very motivated” group with “a
lot of camaraderie.”
“These guys are good guys,”
the female MRD member said.
“They’re some of the best people I know.”
Rikkers said the bus incident was the “biggest issue”
he’s dealt with in his three

years directing the band, but he
thinks it’s an isolated incident
and not part of a larger pattern.
“This is a group of almost
500 human beings, and with
humans come mistakes,” he
said.
The former captain doesn’t
know if he or the other five
expelled drumline members
plan on returning to the program if they’re allowed back.
Rikkers will make a decision in
the spring semester, and auditions for the next season begin
in June.
Rikkers thinks the program
has become a stronger group
because of the disciplinary process and said he’s planning on
revisiting the handbook, potentially revising trip policies and
having staff discussions to try
to ensure acts like these don’t
occur again.
“It’s something we accept
that happened, and we think
that we dealt with it very
immediately and in the best
way so that we have a positive result in the end,” he said.
Contact Torie Foster at
breezeeditor@gmail.com.

Future | Members optimistic
about the impact they’ll have on JMU
from front

Members of the Madison
Future Commission are optimistic about the impact that
it’s attempting to make on
JMU, including Sharon Lovell,
interim dean of the College of
Health and Behavioral Studies.
“I believe the careful
thought and hard work that

the MFC members are putting into the process will
enable the university to have
a useful strategic plan that can
guide our decision-making in
all areas,” said Lovell, who is
the co-chair of the Internal
Analysis Team, which focuses
on issues local to JMU rather
than in the scope of national
higher education.

Dates and locations will
be set as each committee
discusses the best options
before February. Anyone
can also submit feedback
through the Madison Future
Commission’s official website, Facebook and Twitter.

LIKE US

Contact Dylan Garner at
breezecopy@gmail.com.
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Contact Molli
Ferrarello at ferrarmx@
dukes.jmu.edu.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
The Breeze will be back on Jan. 10.
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Time
to sign out
A news editor looks back
before graduation

JESSICA WILLIAMS | in plain English

Random act of kindness kicked to the curb
Homeless man who took boots from NY police officer asks for money from his publicized picture
You’d think it would be a
heartwarming story. Last week
New York
police
officer Larry
DePrimo,
became
nationally
known when
a picture of
him giving
a shoeless
homeless man a pair of $ boots
went viral.
Newspapers all over the country
jumped at the chance to show the
picture and add a little holiday
cheer to their daily bout of crime
stories, but it doesn’t stop there.
This week, The New York Times
reported that the man, identified
as -year-old Jeffrey Hillman, has
hidden the boots and is demanding
that he receive a “piece of the pie,”

referring to any royalties gained
from the viral picture. That part of
the story is, for some reason, less
well known. Who could imagine
why?
It’s the holiday season, and if
we’ve learned anything from that
endless amount of ABC Family
movies, it’s that we’re supposed
to be spreading cheer and giving
away money like it grows on trees,
but this situation just irks me. Is it
wrong for a homeless man to want
to better his life? No, of course
not. Is it wrong for him to take
advantage of other people’s hard
work and generosity to get that
better life? Yes.
In a Dec.  article, CNN claimed
that we should see this story as
an example of our government
ignoring the homeless, that we
should help them more, especially
during the holidays, but DePrimo

helped Hillman and was met with
nothing but a ‘Thanks. Now give
me more.’ Perhaps this isn’t a
lesson in our needing to be more
generous. Perhaps this is a lesson
in our needing to be more grateful.
In reality, Hillman is not actually
homeless. He has an apartment,
a family that has offered to take
him in and receives benefits from
the government, according to The
New York Times. Homelessness is
a choice for him. Of course, it’s still
sad that he’s chosen this life, but
we shouldn’t be expected to give
him all the luxuries in the world
simply because he’s living on the
street. He should work for them as
he’s perfectly capable of helping
himself.
I’m not saying that we should all
turn a cold shoulder to homeless
people. I’m not heartless. But, this
falls under the same umbrella as

welfare checks: Some people do
need them and some people take
advantage of them. The people
who are taking advantage are the
ones that need to learn a lesson in
holiday spirit; not us.
Everyone has his or her
problems. If you’re not struggling
economically, perhaps you’re
struggling in another way, one
that’s less obvious to others.
But we can’t all have a victim
mentality. We can’t all expect for
someone to be there with a check,
or some miraculous solution to
our problems, waiting to take care
of us. Sometimes, we have to do
things for ourselves.
Jessica Williams is a junior
English and writing, rhetoric
and technical communication
double major. Contact Jessica at
willi3jd@dukes.jmu.edu.

CAROLINE KELLY | The Breeze

Pressure on Hollywood actresses a weighty issue

No matter what the character , one
of the constant questions actresses
have to field is their weight.
How much weight did they lose?
How much (or little) did they eat?
Some actresses roll their eyes, others
go ahead and answer. But is the
obsession with thin going too far?
Some actors delve more deeply
into their character’s lifestyle
than others. Anne Hathaway
lost  pounds for her role in
“Les Misérables.” She lost about
 pounds in three weeks, but
apparently that wasn’t enough.
According to Mail Online,
“Anne is playing a destitute factory
worker-come-lady of the night.
Unfortunately, she only has  to
 days to lose as much weight as
possible because she’s been filming
the scenes showing her fit and
healthy, almost slightly chubby.”
I’m sorry — chubby? Are we
talking about the same woman here?
Apparently I missed the memo that
you must either be wasting away

DARTS

from consumption, or overweight.
Hathaway isn’t the only person in
Hollywood who’s had to deal with
weight issues for a film. Jennifer
Lawrence, star of “The Hunger
Games,” is considered a fat actress
in Hollywood, which is apparently
the land of permanent opposite day.
Just how skinny does an actress have
to be before she’s good enough?
However, because Lawrence wants
to be a good role model for her fans,
she’s announced that she will never
starve herself for the sake of a role.
It’s almost as though acting ability is
more important than weight.
And yet, none of Hathaway’s
predecessors had this problem. I’ll
admit there’s a difference between
Broadway and Hollywood, but none
of the actresses on stage had to
go on a crash diet of less than 
calories a day and none of them
were described as chubby. Maybe,
just maybe, it’s possible for people to
be more convinced by good acting
than exact appearance. There’s a

fine line between method acting and
madness. It shouldn’t be necessary
to literally starve yourself to play the
role of a starving woman; that’s why
we call it acting.
I might be more convinced
that this was necessary to play
the role if it was a requirement for
all actors, and not just women.
Hugh Jackman’s character in Les
Miserables spent  years in prison,
but I haven’t heard about him losing
weight for that. So Hathaway has to
literally embody a woman on the
brink of death, but Hugh Jackman
just has to put on some kind of
scraggly beard?
Look, the premise involves this
guy being sentenced to two decades
of prison for stealing a loaf of bread.
I’ve already given my suspension
of disbelief here, I can spare a little
more. I am willing to believe that
Hathaway is Fantine and she doesn’t
even have to contract tuberculosis.
Think of all the romantic
comedies with an average male

PATS

people who come to the ECL, sit
at a computer and then proceed
to incessantly text on their
iPhones.
From your cubemates who
have the pleasure of hearing your
one man distraction show.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

A “what-did-you-expect?”
dart to the junior complaining
about the Americana from
“Cheese Please!”
From an employee who
realizes bacon, six slices of cheese
and onions can only end in
trouble.

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

An “I-hope-it-warmed-upyour-cold-heart” dart to the
person who stole my jacket.
From a junior who’s cold even
though its  degrees outside.
An “eeeee-eeeeeeee” dart to

A “would-you-like-to-hitchon-for-a-free-ride?” dart to
the black truck that was no more
than an inch from my bumper
on Port Republic Tuesday
morning.
From a driver that doesn’t
know you that well and needed
some space.

lead and a stunningly attractive girl.
Think of all the sitcoms with chubby
husbands and supermodel skinny
wives. That is not realistic. We’ll
believe any schlub is the man he
walks on screen claiming to be, but
if a woman is in the role, she has to
convince us.
I can’t blame Hathaway for doing
what she thinks she needs to do in
order to work in an industry that
puts her under a giant microscope.
But I can blame the attitude that put
her under the lens in the first place.
We live in a society that thinks it’s
our right to scrutinize the bodies of
any woman who puts herself out
in public. Is it really necessary to
look gaunt and desperate, hollow
cheeked and empty-eyed like a
woman who’s halfway into the grave?
That’s what they’re paying the
makeup department for.
Caroline Kelly is a senior English
major. Contact Caroline at
kellyce@dukes.jmu.edu.

A “get-your-facts-straight”
dart to The Breeze for writing
false information in the “ MRDs
Suspended” article.
From a drumline alumnus
who thought their actions were
unprofessional, but that The
Breeze’s were even more so.
A “we-are-thinking-of-you”
pat to the University of Virginia
community as well as the friends
and family of fourth year Casey
Schulman who was killed in a
snorkeling accident.
From the JMU Nation.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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It’s bittersweet writing a farewell
column. Last night, I officially
accepted a job offer at a TV station
in North
Carolina.
I’m excited
to move on
to the next
chapter of my
life. But there
are so many
people and
experiences
that I’ll always remember, from
class and The Breeze to other
organizations that have been such a
huge part of my college career.
To my Alpha Phi family: This is the
first organization I joined at JMU. You
were my first true home away from
home, and you all mean so much to
me. Thank you for being some of my
best friends. I know you’ll take such
good care of the little ones. I’m sorry
for not being around as much this
semester with my crazy schedule.
I think about each of you all the
time, and we’ll always be in touch
wherever we end up.
To my journalism professors
Ryan Parkhurst, Mike Grundmann,
Brad Jenkins and Roger Soenksen:
I showed up at JMU not really sure
what I wanted to do with my life,
and I truly wouldn’t be where I am
today if it weren’t for you all. You
all taught me everything I need to
know for the real world, but more
importantly, the value of and need
for great journalism. Thank you for
inspiring me and putting up with me,
especially when I’ve showed up to
your office whining about anything
and everything related to my job
search or class.
Jen and IJ — my lovely news
editors — I love you both. You two
have kept me from going crazy (as
much as you could) this semester,
covered for me last minute on
so many stories. I’ll miss talking
across the news desk about silly
things, what’s stressing us out and
what we’re having for lunch on
Wednesdays. You’re going to keep the
news section so strong, and I’m glad
to leave JMU with you two in charge
because I know the section will grow
even more.
Torie, I didn’t want to say anything,
but I thought you were completely
crazy at first for hiring me, taking
that risk on someone who had never
worked on a newspaper and only
submitted stories that debunked the
D-Hall Dash rumors and other weird
topics. But I can’t thank you enough
for believing I could do this.
To the rest of the Breeze staff :
You’re my second family. Greer and
Laura, I’ll miss coming to the office
early before budget meetings and
reminiscing about the ‘s or just
reflecting on how our days were.
Chase and Wayne, you two are so
sweet, and I appreciate you letting
me do secret picks of the week for
Torie.
Dylan, I’m so glad we were in
News Editing together and that you
became copy editor. Anne, it was so
cool to see you go from a news writer
to copy editor. You’re both going to
do great things and be that great last
line of defense for the paper.
Matt and Sean, thank you for
putting up with me making so many
last-minute photo assignments. It
was wonderful working with you two,
and I wish I was half as talented in
photography as you are.
Margie, you’re wonderful, and
I know you’ll be the top graphic
designer in the world some day.
Bradford, you’re going to be the
greatest meteorologist-reporter ever.
I’ll be watching you.
Jessica, I haven’t known you for
that long, but you never failed to
make me laugh with your great sense
of humor. Jeff, I’ll miss you singing
headlines, cutlines and copy out loud
instead of reading it to yourself.
Stay classy, JMU.
Alison Parker is a senior media
arts and design major. Contact
Alison at parke2ab@dukes.jmu.
edu.
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Final
countdown

B1

dancing in the dark

Exam week a time for
picking up the slack,
donning tacky sweaters
December always marks a sharp
decline in my social life.
I don’t own a tacky Christmas
sweater, don’t have a desire to own
one and thus, don’t go to tacky
Christmas sweater parties (which is
the only kind of party happening this
month). Oh, and also the impending
doom of finals.
Like clockwork, the week before
finals week is always the same.
If you haven’t been to the library
all semester, you might go; after all,
you’ve heard people get work done
there. You have high hopes that
you’ll be productive in this sacred
temple of education (surrounded
by dozens of people you know and
the smell of caramel macchiato
calling your name). If you’ve been
going to the library all semester, you
will send the obligatory angry texts,
tweets and status updates about how
annoying all these invaders are.
Like the importance of waiting
half an hour after eating before
getting in the pool, you can’t just
dive right into studying — it’s
dangerous. Some people call
it procrastination, but I prefer
“preparation for studying.” Let’s face
it, your notes aren’t going to colorcode themselves, and it’s better to
read through your entire Twitter feed
now rather than later.
After you post a painfully
unoriginal Facebook status about
how you might as well just move
into Carrier, you spend $4 in FLEX
printing off an entire semester’s
worth of readings from Blackboard.
Before you know it, it’s 11 p.m.,
and the only things you’ve done
are order Jimmy John’s and open
Microsoft Word.
At this point, you decide to buckle
down and really hit the books. You
may give it a valiant effort for two,
three, even four hours depending on
your level of panic. Usually, though,
the desire to sleep wins. The older
I get, the less likely I am to pull an
all-nighter; I think it’s because I’ve
experienced how creepy Carrier
is at 5 a.m. I don’t want to spread
rumors, but there are ghosts,
probably of people who spent too
much time there during undergrad.
Remember, it’s important to get
a full night of sleep and eat a good
breakfast before tests. In college,
pre-test reality consists of stress
dreams about sleeping through your
test, resulting in no actual sleep
and a breakfast of Frito’s from the
vending machine right before your
professor passes out the Scantron.
But in the midst of stress ing over
the next few weeks, remind yourself
that in a few long days you’ll be at
home in your Christmas onesie
watching “Elf” and reciting every
line and your only concern will be
how many mini marshmallows are
in your hot chocolate.
Sallie Drumheller is a senior media
arts & design major. Contact Sallie
at drumhesr@dukes.jmu.edu.

brian prescott / the breeze

Alumna Emily Hamilton (left) and Cassandra Price practice Zumba in the basement lounge of Pano’s Restaurant on South Main Street.

Alumni to host Zumba event tonight,
bringing dance trend out of the gym and into the club
By Bridget Condon
The Breeze

Alumna Cassandra Price has traveled around the world learning how
to Zumba. Tonight, she’s bringing it
back home.
Price, a 2007 graduate and Emily
Hamilton, a 2008 graduate, organized
“Zumba in the Club,” a dance-fitness event, which will be held in the
basement bar and lounge of Pano’s
Restaurant on South Main Street.
“We did it a lot in my studio in South
Carolina and at other clubs in the
area,” Price said in an email. “Essentially, we’re taking Zumba out the gym
and into a night club — a real party

experience.”
Zumba, which involves both dance
and aerobic elements, incorporates
hip-hop, salsa, mambo martial arts
and sometimes belly dance moves.
Price, who recently moved back to
the area after living in Latin America
and South Carolina, helped jumpstart
Zumba classes in Harrisonburg, Weyers Cave, Timberville and the outskirts
of West Virginia in 2010. She teaches
classes about eight times a week,
including some at Gold’s Gym.
“I consider myself a bit of a pioneer
in bringing it to people who have never
experienced a real live, fun and energetic Zumba class before,” Price said.
The event is a “teaser” to get

feedback from students. Price and
Hamilton hope to host the event
again in January to raise money for a
local sex-trafficking awareness organization, though they haven’t decided
which one.
“You can get both guys and girls in
there and have a purpose to dance in
a room full of high energy,” Price said.
“College kids like to party, dance and
have fun, but people don’t dance all
the time.”
The basement lounge “had everything I was looking for,” said Price,
describing access to club lights, a DJ,
stage and a bar for participants over 21.
see zumba, page B2

Let there be light

President Alger’s first tree lighting ceremony has him and his daughter singing along
By Joanna Morelli
The Breeze

The annual Quad tree lighting ceremony on Tuesday was an important
night for President Jon Alger.
Not only was it his first lighting
ceremony, but it was also the 16th
anniversary of his engagement his
wife Mary Ann.
With Mary Ann and their daughter Eleanor by his side, Alger talked
about the need to slow down during
the holiday season and appreciate
what we have.
The ceremony attracted about
1,200 students and community
members, the largest turnout so far
according to Matt Klien, senior SGA
class president, who helped organized last year’s event.
The show kicked off with a group
performance from a cappella groups

>> Video of the ceremony

at breezejmu.org.

Exit 245, Into Hymn and Unaccompanied, followed by a speech from
Klien that emphasized JMU’s connection to Harrisonburg.
“Community is more than a noun
— it’s a verb,” Klien said.
Following his introduction were
performances by a cappella groups
Exit 245, Into Hymn and Unaccompanied, which performed songs
like “Let it Snow,” and “Winter
Wonderland.”
After the 25-foot, 900-pound cedar
was lit, Alger and the three a cappella
groups sang “Baby, It’s Cold Outside.”
Eleanor participated as well, singing
see tree, page B2

katie landis / jmu photography services

President Jon Alger sings “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” with a cappella group Exit 245
on Tuesday night at his first tree lighting ceremony on the Quad.

Operation Santa Claus breaks fundraising record
13th annual Student Ambassador benefit show raises more than $5,000 for foster children in Harrisonburg
By Joanna Morelli
The Breeze

A giant elf, Santa, a “Claus-O-meter”
and a variety of singing groups sound
like the recipe for a classic Christmas
movie. But on Monday night, they were
the main attractions at the 13th annual
Operation Santa Claus.

>> See a slideshow of the

event at breezejmu.org.

becky sullivan / the breeze

Mozaic Dance Team performed a mash-up of Christmas and pop songs. Madison Dance Team was also part of the night’s lineup.

The Student Ambassadors’ benefit
concert held in Wilson Hall featured
performances from a cappella groups,
including Madison Project, Into Hymn
and the Bluestones. Mozaic Dance
team and New and Improv’d also
performed.
Madison Project showed off a JMUthemed rap to Justin Bieber’s “As

Long As You Love Me” and the Overtones sang a mash-up of “Toxic” by
Britney Spears and “Ridin’ Dirty” by
Chamillionaire.
Through $5 ticket sales, the event
raised more than $5,500 for Harrisonburg-Rockingham County Social
Services, which helps foster children
in the area.
Mike Ferrante, co-committee head
and a sophomore marketing major,
notes that this is the first time the event
has raised more than $5,000 and, with
about 900 attendees, the first time to
ever fill the first floor of Wilson Hall.
“I felt shock and sheer excitement,”
said Rachel Ostroff, another committee head for the event. “I truly felt
like we made our mark on Madison.
It’s unbelievable how much of an
impact a dedicated, talented group
of people can have on a community.”
see benefit, page B2
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music review

Ke$ha’s sophomore album ‘Warrior’ barely wins
Artist attempts to showcase songwriting talent, but proves her only strength is party-pop tempo
By Jack Knetemann
The Breeze

Ke$ha has an outof-control, impulsive
personality, so it fits that she
would make an album with
the same characteristics.
Ke$ha

Warrior


Released Nov. 30

courtesy of mct campus

Ke$ha collaborates with The Strokes and Iggy Pop on “Warrior.”

“Warrior” is Ke$ha’s
first album in nearly three
years. With 2010’s “Animal,”
Ke$ha went from relative
obscurity to the top of the
charts; “Warrior” is her
opportunity to define herself
as an established artist. For
a musician whose music
is driven largely by image
and outside opinion, this is
Ke$ha’s chance to speak for
herself.
Ke$ha takes this
opportunity and pushes
as far as she possibly can.
“Warrior” plays out in three
stages, the first of which is
Ke$ha doing what she does

Zumba | Balances dance, fitness

best: writing outrageous party
songs. The first five songs,
from the title track through
“Crazy Kids,” spend almost
all their time in overdrive.
“Warrior’s” first two singles
come from this section, “Die
Young” and “C’Mon,” both of
which should put to rest any
thoughts that Ke$ha has lost
her crazy.
These two are sure to
be party staples for a long
time, though they present
a different type of YOLO
attitude from “Tik Tok.”
Whereas “Tik Tok” pursued a
more toxic end, “Die Young”
and “C’Mon” are more of
a generic search for fun. It
means that both songs aren’t
confined to the club like
Ke$ha’s past hits.
“C’Mon” is much sunnier
and happier than her past
singles, meaning it’ll be a lot
less awkward to see preteens
singing that than “Tik Tok.”
The opening section is a
wonder, something any fan
of party music can’t afford to
miss.
The first section proves that
Ke$ha has a strong handle

on up-tempo pop, but the
second section tries to make
a case for her being a rocker
as well. Unfortunately, this
move is a clumsy one. Tracks
“Dirty Love,” “Wonderland,”
and “Only Wanna Dance With
You” all feature rock icons:
first Iggy Pop, then drummer
Patrick Carney from The Black
Keys and finally The Strokes.
Two things are interesting
about these collaborations:
their musical product, and
that they exist at all. All three
collaborators have their own
trademark styles, any of which
could fit with Ke$ha’s party
pop. The problem is, none of
the songs sound anything like
their bands.
“Dirty Love,” features a
guest verse by Iggy Pop that
has the once fearsome singer
sounding more like Weird
Al. “Only Wanna Dance With
You” sounds more like Jet
than the Strokes, which makes
one wonder why The Strokes
ever wanted to be associated
with the song. The complete
lack of musical influence the
guests had on the songs they
contributed to makes them

come off like grabs for street
cred more than choices made
with the music in mind.
Parts of “Warrior” is Ke$ha
in songwriter mode, placing
the importance on lyrics, not
energy. Ke$ha’s lyrics and
mid tempo singing aren’t
strong enough to carry a
song, so the album ends in a
sense of limbo. The ending is
especially weird considering
album closer “Love Into the
Light” copies Phil Collins’ “In
the Air Tonight,” drum solo.
Ke$ha attempts to do three
radically different things on
“Warrior:” pop party queen,
rock revivalist and inspiring
songwriter. She doesn’t
succeed at all of these, but
the opening five songs make
“Warrior” worth the hype.
They are bold, exciting and
surprisingly original.
The final two-thirds may
be duds, but Ke$ha has
accomplished one thing: no
one can write a party track
quite like her.
Contact Jack
Knetemann at knetemjw@
dukes.jmu.edu.

tree | Donated by alum’s parents
from page B1

with Into Hymn and
Unaccompanied.
“This is an opportunity
for our entire community to
come together to be grateful
for all that we have, to remember all of those in need, and
to celebrate our community,”
Alger said in an email. “All
three of us are delighted to be
part of this warm, welcoming
and inclusive community.”
This was senior Elizabeth
Palmer’s first time attending
a Quad tree lighting ceremony and she was impressed by
the caliber of performances
and enjoyed seeing Alger in

a more relaxed atmosphere.
“It definitely encouraged
me to come to more of these
kind of events to see the interaction between students,”
Palmer said.
SGA junior class council organized the event, with
Griffith Ridgway, SGA junior
class president, heading a
majority of the planning.
Ridgeway’s goal was to “put
on an event the community
could gather around.”
Finding the right tree,
though, is the responsibility
of the JMU Facilities Management. Staff members spotted
the tree while driving past
Reece and Patricia James’

14-acre private property in
Rockingham County. Their
son, Harry, is a 1987 graduate.
After Christmas, the tree is
recycled and used for wood
chips for the Arboretum walking paths or in flowerbeds
around campus, according to
Bill Wyatt, JMU public affairs
manager.
“It’s a nice tradition to
have,” Klien said. “It keeps the
earth a part of our community.
It’s good not only for the JMU
community, but for the Harrisonburg community as well.”
Contact Joanna
Morelli at morelljr@
dukes.jmu.edu.

benefit | ‘Huge privilege’

from page B1

While living in Latin America for three years, Price
experienced a “raw version”
of Zumba.
“I fell in love with dancing
there,” Price said. “I learned
more original dances, the
culture side of Zumba, the balance of dance and fitness and
the history behind it. Zumba,
at the time, was starting to
grow, and now it’s in almost
in every country in the world.”
When she moved back to
Harrisonburg in 2011, she got
a job at Harrisonburg Fitness,
where she taught Zumba classes for three years.
She has a background in fitness and used to be a personal
trainer, so Zumba seemed like
a “perfect fusion I would love
to teach,” Price said.
While living in South Carolina in February of 2011, Price
was part of 1,200-person
Zumba class that set a world
record for the most number of
participants.
Hamilton said she became
“hooked” on Zumba when she
started taking Price’s classes
at the fitness center. Now, she
teaches classes at a gym in
Woodstock, Va., where she’s
also a graduate student studying occupational therapy.
“With Zumba, you can keep

brian prescott / the breeze

TOP Emily Hamilton (left) and Cassie Price prepare for tonight’s
Zumba class. BOTTOM Emily teaches classes and studies in
Woodstock, Va., and Cassie teaches in the Harrisonburg area.

“Zumba in
the Club”
When Tonight from
8:30 to 10 p.m.
Where The Basement
Lounge (inside Pano’s
Restaurant) on South
Main Street
Tickets $5 with JACard, $10 at the door

dancing at any age, even if you
feel too old to go to a club.”
Hamilton said. “You always
leave in a good mood.”
Johnathan, Price’s husband

and a 2000 alumnus, experienced Zumba for the first time
in South Carolina when he
took one of his wife’s classes.
“The lights were off like
a club and I really saw how
much fun it was,” said Johnathan, who teaches tae kwon
do classes on campus. “Dancing is more fun than being on
a treadmill.”
“Zumba in the Club” will
take place tonight from 8:30
to 10 p.m. Tickets are $5 for
students with a JACard, $10
at the door and $8 each for
groups of more than five in
advance. Doors open at 8 p.m.
Contact Bridget
Condon at condonbj@
dukes.jmu.edu.

becky sullivan / the breeze

Avery Hymel, a sophomore biology major, played Buddy the Elf at Operation Santa Claus.
from page B1

The event began with an
appearance from Buddy the
Elf, played by biology major
sophomore Avery Hymel,
who recited the character’s
signature questions, “What’s
your name?” and “What’s
your favorite color?”
For Hymel, the amount
raised was “beyond what I
ever expected,” Hymel said. “I
was a part of it last year, but I
never really understood how

much good could come out of
it, and I was beyond happy to
be a part of it.”
For Alicia Pettis, SGA vice
president who attended the
event, Operation Santa Claus
is about bringing the JMU
community together.
“I like that ... we all get
together and recognize how
much talent there is on campus,” said Pettis, a junior
sociology major.
By the end of the threehour event, Ostroff and

Ferrante announced the
donation amount, causing
the “Claus-O-meter” to reach
its max.
“Everyone here was really welcoming,” said Darcy
West, a Bluestones soloist
and junior psychology major.
“It was a huge privilege to
participate in something
that helped so many people.”
Contact Joanna
Morelli at morelljr@
dukes.jmu.edu.

<< What’s happening next semester? Send us your club or organization’s events for
our calendars every Monday and Thursday. Email us at breezearts@gmail.com. >>

Sports

dukes blast Buccaneers
Read the JMU-ETSU recap at breezejmu.org.

Editors Chase Kiddy & Wayne Epps Jr. Email breezesports@gmail.com
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Flamed out
JMU drops second straight home game to Liberty
By Brian reese
contributing writer

It’s been over a month together, but
the women’s basketball team still seems
to lack the chemistry that translates to
wins on court.
“We don’t have the trust in each other
to be there when somebody gets beat or
the confidence in somebody to hit a shot,”
said senior forward Nikki Newman.
After his team lost its third game at
home this season, head coach Kenny
Brooks could only look in frustration as
his players fell to Liberty University Tuesday night.
“It’s all out of sorts,” Brooks said. “We
have five people doing different things
because we’re not trusting each other.”
The loss ties the number of times the
Dukes lost at home all of last year and
is the first time since the 1993 season in
which the Dukes lost back-to-back nonconference home games.
JMU went into the second half down
33-24 and continued to struggle shooting,
with a scoring drought that lasted 6:47 in
which JMU couldn’t score a point.
The Flames couldn’t capitalize on
JMU’s numerous offensive mistakes during the half. The Dukes held the score
to within 10 throughout the second half
before Liberty went on a late run to go up
by 18 with 59 seconds remaining.

As fans started to trickle out of the Convocation Center, both Burkholder and
Newman hit two straight three-pointers
to make the final score 60-48 Liberty.
Tarik Hislop led the Dukes’ offense with
12 points, despite only making five of her
22 shots from the field. Hislop is the CAA
scoring leader (18.9) and received the
ESPN women’s basketball player of the
week honor on Nov. 27.
Liberty’s top performer was Devon
Brown from nearby Waynesboro. Energized by a loud fan base, Brown scored
a team-high 22 points and was a perfect
nine of nine at the free throw line.
“What’s frustrating is losing; this program is not used to losing,” Hislop said.
“We’re not a soft program, but right now
that’s what we are, so that’s frustrating.”
The Dukes have had trouble getting the
defensive rebound, being outrebounded
on the defensive end by 20 in their past
two games. At one point in Tuesday’s
game, Liberty grabbed four straight offensive rebounds in one possession.
After a quick 5-0 run to start the game,
JMU held the lead until 5:13 left to go in
the first half, when Liberty’s Emily Fraziermade a three-pointer that highlighted
an 11-4 run, in which the Flames hit three
from beyond the arc. The Dukes couldn’t
make a field goal in the final 3:17 of the
see BASKETBALL, page B5

Lauren Gordon / The BReeze

LEFT Head coach Kenny Brooks yells at his players during JMU’s 60-48 loss to Liberty.
RIGHT Senior point guard Tarik Hislop takes one of her 22 shot attempts Tuesday night.

Men’s basketball

Davis reinstated
Senior guard back with team on
Monday after brief suspension

By Stephen proffitt
The Breeze

In less than 48 hours after
guard A.J. Davis’ suspension,
head coach Matt Brady reinstated the senior to the team
Monday.
Brady and Davis met for
almost an hour Monday
morning. In the meeting,
Brady talked about how
Davis’ future playing time
will depend on is conduct
and effort.
“I had a very productive conversation and we’ve
agreed that we’re going to
give him an opportunity to
come back to the team,” Brady
said. “And his ability to get in
games is going to come down
solely to how hard he works
and how respectful he is of
his teammates, his team and
his coaching staff.”
Davis was suspended just
before the start of Saturday’s
71-61 home win against Winthrop University. Brady cited a
violation of team standards as
the reason for the suspension.
Brady said he was unhappy
with Davis’ effort and attitude.
As a consequence, Davis
saw his playing time gradually decrease leading up to the
suspension.
“I feel that A.J. has gone
through a learning experience,” Brady said. “I am
hopeful, again, that we’ll see
the best of A.J. and we’ll let
him write his last chapter of
his college career.”
Although the suspension was short lived, Brady is

hopeful that he and Davis are
now on the same page.
“A.J. and I had a long conversation about his need to
be able to put aside any differences in his own mind of
what the right thing is,” he
said. “It’s the games that are
his challenges.”
He was quick to laud Davis
for his off-court likeability,
but made it clear that his oncourt actions weighed just the
same, if not more.
“Last year, A.J. wasn’t the
role model for our team,”
Brady said. “Last year I’m
not sure A.J. earned his minutes. I think he was given his
minutes.”
Last season, Davis averaged 32.4 minutes per game
and a team-leading 15.1
points per game.
All appears to be well again
inside the Dukes’ locker room
for the time being and Brady
doesn’t have any regrets about
the one game suspension.
“I made the decision this
week that I was eager to make
if things didn’t go our way,”
Brady said. “I stand behind
my decision and I hope that
A.J. makes the most of it. If he
decides not to make the most
of it A.J. knows that he’s going
to be playing in UREC second
semester and that’s OK.”
When asked about
his renewed status with
the team on Monday,
Davis had no comment.
Contact Stephen
Proffiitt at proffittjs@
gmail.com.

>> Stay up to date on JMU sports
over break.
Check out the slate of events coming up on page B5.
Follow @thebreezesports for updates on each game.

1790 EAST MARKET ST.
(540)-432-8648

Bring in Gently Used
Clothes to SEll
Amazing Gift Cards
for any Occasion!
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chase kiddy | fanatic and proud

VCU not quite as diverse
Rams’ decision to fire successful, openly gay coach ignites
firestorm of 21st century political controversy
There are certain recognizable archetypes present in sports narratives that we all easily recognize.
There’s the dumb jock, whose repetitions on
the bench press probably
overshadow his honorable
duel with basic Algebra;
the pretty cheerleader,
who’s the object of every
prepubescent TV-viewer’s
affections over the last 20
years; the Lax bro, whose
hot-headed arrogance is
abated only when he can
smack someone around
with his wooden stick.
And now – how about the gay volleyball coach,
who’s suspiciously fired from an otherwise progressive and tolerant university?
One of the most interesting news stories of the
year is happening right down the road in Richmond. Now-former Virginia Commonwealth
University women’s volleyball coach James Finley was essentially fired after finishing his season
25-6, his best mark in the eight years he’s been
with the team.
The purported bad guy of this tale is newly
minted VCU athletic director Ed McLaughlin, who
made the decision not to renew Finley’s contract
that expires at the end of this month.
While it’s entirely commonplace for a new
athletic director to install his own coaches at the
beginning of a new regime, nothing McLaughlin
has said or done is in any way out of the ordinary
on paper. And as the saying goes, coaches and politicians are the only people hired so that they can
eventually be fired.
But a peak into the behind-the-scenes action at
VCU reveals not everything is as it seems. According to Finley, he never even spoke with his new
athletic director prior to being told his contract
wouldn’t be renewed. According to reports,
friendly acknowledgements in the hallways at
VCU went ignored, and McLaughlin never made
an effort to reach out and connect with the women’s volleyball team, even as he celebrated and
fraternized with other women’s sports teams.
What does it for me is the demotion of openly
lesbian senior women’s administrator Pat Stauffer,

the only other openly gay member of the VCU
athletics department, which was initiated by
McLaughlin in October. Oh, yeah, and he reportedly told Finley’s girls in a private meeting that
they “need someone who is going to represent this
university well.”
New details are breaking about this story on a
daily basis, and the more I read, the more VCU’s
newest athletic director begins to look like a dastardly man from the wild-wild-west — handlebar
mustache and all.
Why not Finley to represent VCU? Not only is
he a quality coach, but he seems to admirably
represent the diversity that the school emphasizes so consciously. I could give you the whole
ra-ra, “High School Musical,” we’re-all-the-sameon-the-inside speech here, but it probably goes
without saying that firing someone over sexual
orientation is asinine.
On a larger scope — and part of the reason why
I think this story is so important— why should
anyone be fired over crap like this? In the state of
Virginia, sexual orientation isn’t listed as a protected class for employment. It’s the 21st century.
The LGBT community deserves the same amounts
of work-induced misery as the rest of us.
In a set of twists that even the CW couldn’t
write, Finley’s husband is a lawyer, and the couple has filed a complaint with VCU’s office for
institutional equality, and the office has 45 days
to conduct their own investigation. This is the
same school that staved off attorney general Ken
Cuccinelli in 2010 when Virginia’s attorney general decided that universities didn’t have the legal
standing to protect students and faculty from discrimination based on sexual orientation.
Something tells me a thorough investigation
will be conducted.
In the meantime, I expect the rate at which
gay coaches and athletes come out is going to
pick up substantially in the next few years. Finley’s dismissal and his subsequent reaction
feels like a watershed moment in collegiate athletics. Whether he likes it or not, he may have
sparked an entirely new breed of athletics.
Contact Chase Kiddy at
breezesports@gmail.com.
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Men’s basketball
n Richmond @JMU

Saturday, 7 p.m.

n UNC Greensboro @JMU

Dec. 16, 7 p.m.

n San Jose State at the

Wisconsin vs. Stanford

Stanford

N. Illinois vs. Florida State Florida State
Louisville vs. Florida

Florida

Stanford

Stanford

Wisconsin

Stanford

Stanford

Florida State

Florida State

N. Illinois

Florida State

Florida State

Florida

Florida

Florida

Florida

Florida

Las Vegas Classic
Dec. 22, 11:30 p.m.
n San Diego at the
Las Vegas Classic
Dec. 23, 5:30 p.m.
n@ODU
Jan. 2, 7 p.m.
n Georgia State
Jan 5, 2 p.m.

women’s basketball
n Duquesne

Dec. 16, 2 p.m.

n American @JMU

Dec. 21, 7 p.m.

Oregon vs. Kansas State Kansas State

Kansas State

Kansas State

Oregon

Kansas State

Oregon

n Maine @JMU

Dec. 28, 7 p.m.

n Georgia Southern

Texas A&M vs. Oklahoma

Texas A&M

Oklahoma

Texas A&M

Texas A&M

Oklahoma

Texas A&M

Notre Dame vs. Alabama

Alabama

Notre Dame

Notre Dame

Alabama

Notre Dame

Notre Dame

By T.J. Simers
Los Angeles Times

WE RULE!
All together now:
“Come on you Huskies,
“Fight you Huskies
“And win for NIU”
Or, as fellow Northern Illinois University alumnus Ned
Colletti put it Monday morning, “Long overdue.”
The Huskies didn’t need to
change uniform numbers to
pull a fast one on the opposition, didn’t deflate footballs,
or inspire their players by
belittling one of the school’s
sports information directors,
as friend Frank Pace pointed
out.
But here we are in a BCS
game, and where are USC and
UCLA?
They couldn’t even find a
team with a winning record to
play USC, and UCLA gagged
on the chance to go to the Rose
Bowl.
Yet I hear from the yahoos
who support these losers all the
time like they have something
to brag about, but “Hail to thee
our Alma Mater, ever shall we
praise your name,” NIU.
We’re in the Orange Bowl
and ESPN’s Kirk Herbstreit is
crying on the BCS selection
show like he’s never known
such injustice.
“To put Northern Illinois in
the BCS is an absolute joke,”
Herbstreit said.
So I wonder what the college football expert calls his
preseason prediction of Florida State beating USC for the
BCS title?
It’s a “sad state of college
football,” Herbstreit continued,
apparently big on things that
are sad. Last week Herbstreit
called this columnist pathetic
for trying to push Jim Mora and
UCLA to go all out and reach
the lofty football standards that
I know as a Huskies fan.

Now Herbstreit is apoplectic
because the BCS has NIU playing against Florida State.
Since when is it un-American not to champion the
underdog? It’s often the highlight of March Madness.
“Huskies, come on you
Huskies.”
“And make a score or two.”
“Huskies, you’re Northern
Huskies.”
How quickly Herbstreit forgets who won the GoDaddy.
com Bowl last year. Wait until
our QB Jordan Lynch wins the
Heisman, Herbie! NIU lost the
opener by a point and then
won 12 straight. Had the Huskies won the opener everyone
would be clamoring for a Notre
Dame-NIU title game.
In fact NIU is offering a free
ticket to each student going
to the Orange Bowl, knowing
how disappointed they must
be to get Florida State as an
opponent.
“I’m so proud of Northern,”
says Colletti, the Los Angeles
Dodgers general manager who
remembers rougher times as a
‘76 Black & Red grad. “Why is
everyone outraged? All Northern did was play exciting
football.”
Colletti, who is No. 52 on a
list of notable alumni, could
not think of anyone more notable until asking, “Wasn’t Julia
Roberts from there?” She went
to Georgia State, but you can
see where a young man’s mind
might go when surrounded by
nothing but corn in DeKalb
where NIU is located. Phil Kadner, class of ‘74, is the second
most famous journalist from
NIU. He couldn’t remember
any notable alumni but mentioned Cindy Crawford. Over
and over again.
“She went to DeKalb high,
so that counts in NIU’s favor,”
says Kadner, who writes a
muckraking column for the
Southtown Something Or

Other outside Chicago.
Now I spent four years at
NIU without graduating, but I
lived a block away from Cindy’s high school, so we were
close.
I looked up the definition of
“alumnus,” and it’s not important, boys and girls, if you
graduate. You’re still an alumnus if you spent any time in
school, and so they have me
listed under “football” among
their notable alumni. I guess
flag football was bigger at NIU
than I thought.
Now while I had Kadner, I
was curious what folks back
there think about UCLA and
USC.
“I’ve spent 30 years writing about politics in one of
the most corrupt places in the
country and it’s not nearly as
bad as my experiences with
college athletics,” he says, and
so I had to stop him and tell
him I wasn’t talking just about
USC, but UCLA as well.
“Why would anyone care
about schools like that when
we have a football powerhouse
going to the Orange Bowl?”
Kadner says.
The Orange Bowl, of course,
is big on entertainment every
year. Why not have NIU
alumnus Dan Castellaneta,
the voice of Homer Simpson, broadcast the game like
Homer might?
Or have NIU grad Wood
Harris, the hard-hitting linebacker known as Big Ju in
“Remember The Titans,” lead
our underdogs onto the field
dancing as the Titans did.
Let’s really make it an absolute joke and a sad state of
football for the serious fogies
who think bowl games are
more sacred than bonus fun.
Maybe Cindy & Julia might
agree to come as cheerleaders; then tell me folks won’t
be happy to see NIU in the
Orange Bowl.

women’s Swimming
n Miami (OH) in

Boca Raton, Fl.
Dec. 29, 1 p.m.
n Tennessee diving
invitational
Jan. 4-6 (all day)

‘Picks of the Week’ matches the predictions of six Breeze editors!

For Northern Illinois, Orange
Bowl trip is well-deserved

@JMU
Dec. 31, 2 p.m.
n UNC Wilmington
Jan 6, 2 p.m.

basketball | ‘Musical Chairs’
from page B3

first half.
The Dukes hadn’t lost to the
Flames in four meetings.
Liberty (4-3) was the Big
South Conference champion last year. The Flames have
already having played tough
nonconference games at No. 3
Baylor and No. 24 Texas A&M.
JMU is missing a go-to

player to score in the post,
only scoring a combined six
points in the paint for the
game. The Dukes shot under
29 percent from the field in
their last two games.
The Dukes will have 12
days off to prepare and make
changes on both sides of the
court for their next game
against Duquesne on Dec.
16. Brooks is trying to piece

together the right players in
hopes of finding an effective
group.
“We’ve got to find a rotation,“ Brooks said. “Right
now it’s like musical chairs.
We’re just throwing people in and trying to see
what we can come up with.”
Contact Brian Reese at
reese2bs@dukes.jmu.edu.

saladcreations

share some goodness.

try our

mongolian

chicken
salad

limited time!

comes with a fortune cookie

saladcreations

$2

Off Any Entree
when you show your jacard

Offer not valid with any other offers.
Offer good only at participating locations. Some restrictions apply,
Each franchise independently owned and operated.
Harrisonburg Location Only

540-433-1702
865 Port Republic Rd
www.saladcreations.net
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STRESSED

ABOUT FINALS?
grab a copy of

Caregivers needed to
supervise groups of little
dancers during their concert
rehearsal week in Wilson
Hall Auditorium, May 20-24.
Must be able to work all dates
and times, 2-3 hours per day
between the hours of 3:458:45 pm Mon-Thurs of week
specified and 6-10 pm Sat.
May 25, 2-6 pm Sun, May
26. References required. Call
540-810-3631.
Dance academy now
interviewing for parttime dance instructors for
fall 2012-spring 2014. Must
have car and be willing to
stay through May 2014. Numerous dance forms taught.
Experience preferred. Call
540-810-3631.
SUMMER CAMP JOB OPPORTUNITY June-Aug. Free
Room/Board. CubScout Camp
PMI-- GoshenVA. Must be Experienced Camper, Good with
Kids, 18+. Life-changing experience on staff. Interviews in
January: justintoney@gmail.
com/(804)3669741

Great location, large
1 BR apartments, W/D,
DW, AC, no pets, available

now and January 1, $565
(540)-433-1569, http://
www.dogwoodcommons.
com/2494DWC.html”
1 2/0 6/20 1 2 , H o m es a n d
Rentals; Apartments for
Rent,20,”Hunters Ridge Condo DEAL-1 bedroom/1 study
room/1 bathroom, furnished,
share living room/kitchen.
$375/month 540-421-4715,
540-740-3964, cannon@
shentel.net
Professional grade
apartment. Large fully furnished, modern, 1 bedroom,
cable TV, internet, washer/
dryer, $700 plus electric. No
students. Available January 1,
2013. 1-540-432-1989.
Two student friendly
houses for rent for 20132014 academic year. Close to
campus. One year lease. Call
810-3631 for details.
Bedroom in 3BR apartment to sublet in North38
quiet building, available
immediately. All utilities
included. Rent $495. If interested, please call LaTasha at
540-333-3939

Nashville Dance Party at TheBasementLounge!
Thursday, January 17th
8pm-11pm. Featuring Country
Artist Jeremy Staubus. Ages
18+ welcome with $8 cover
and 21+ get in for $5. Show
us your boots!

MONDAY
for games, fun facts, and more
to help you destress!

Take our
quick survey
& enter to win a $25

Martin’s
gift card
go to:

breezejmu.org/bestof
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BOOKS
Visit jmu.bkstr.com
for buyback hours and locations

JMU BOOKSTORE

NEXT TO STADIUM AND GODWIN HALL
/JMUbookstore
4/C

Black & White

For Black background,
there is a white
border around it.
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RETURN YOUR RENTAL BOOKS

now through

DECEMBER 14

Play for your chance to WIN
bookstore gift cards & cool badges!
Text: 0712 to TEXTBK (839825)
*We do not charge for SMS. Carrier message and data rates may apply. You can opt out
of SMS messages at any time by texting STOP to TEXTBK (839825). Text HELP for help.
Msg&Data Rates May Apply. Up to 4 msgs/week.

*NO PURCH NEC. VOID WHERE PROHIB BY LAW. Accrue points towards entries for a chance to win a $100 bookstore gift card. “The Game” is valid at the time of this publication and ends on 12/31/12 at 11:59:59 PM PT. Go to
http://play.acmeloyalty.com/rules/termsandconditions-holiday.htm for Official Rules and details on entry instructions, winner selection, prizes, how to obtain an entry without sending a text message, etc. Open to eligible, legal
residents of the 50 U.S. states and D.C. 16+.Supported Carriers: Alltel, AT&T, Boost Mobile, Cellcom, Cellular South, Cincinnati Bell, Nextel, nTelos, Sprint, T-Mobile, U.S. Cellular, and Verizon Wireless.

